Parasitic castration of plants by fungi.
If the production of genetically variable offspring is a mechanism of host defense against parasites, then parasites capable of suppressing sexual reproduction in hosts may gain a selective advantage over parasites that do not do so. Recent work has shown that a range of systemic fungi infecting plants sterilize their hosts, effectively preventing coevolutionary responses by host populations to avoid infection, while stimulating clonal spread of the infected plant. Indeed, parasitic castration of plants may represent a widespread fungal adaptation.